BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
ten minutes of uneasiness;' he exclaimed. The man who says
so, lies: he attempts to impose on human credulity.5
On the evening of Saturday, May 15, he was in fine spirits,
at our Essex-Head Club. He told us, CI dined yesterday at
Mrs Garrick's, with Mrs Carter, Miss Hannah More, and
Miss Fanny Burney. Three such women are not to be found :
I know not where I could find a fourth, except Mrs [Char-
lotte] Lennox,3 who is superiour to them all.' Bo SWELL.
*What! had you them all to yourself, Sir?5 JOHNSON. *I had
them all as much as they were had; but it might have been
better had there been more company there.' BOSWELL.
'Might not Mrs Montagu have been a fourth?* JOHNSON.
'Sir, Mrs Montagu does not make a trade of her wit; but Mrs
Montagu is a very extraordinary woman; she has a constant
stream of conversation, and it is always impregnated; it has
always meaning.' BOSWELL. 'Mr Burke has a constant
stream of conversation.' JOHNSON. Tes, Sir; if a man were
to go by chance at the same time with Burke under a shed,
to shun a shower, he would say - "this is an extraordinary
man." If Burke should go into a stable to see his horse drest,
the ostler would say - "we have had an extraordinary man
here,'" BOSWELL. Toote was a man who never failed in
conversation. If he had gone into a stable -'JOHNSON. 'Sir,
if he had gone into a stable, the ostler would have said,
<chere has been a comical fellow"; but he would not have
respected him.'
He called to us with a sudden air of exultation, as the
thought started into his mind, *O! Gentlemen, I must tell
you a very great thing. The Empress of Russia has ordered
the Rambler to be translated into the Russian language :4
so I shall be read on the banks of the Wolga. Horace boasts
that his fame would extend as far as the banks of the Rhone;
now the Wolga is farther from me than the Rhone was from
Horace.' BOSWELL. Tou must certainly be pleased with
this, Sir.' JOHNSON. *I am pleased, Sir, to be sure. A man
is pleased to find he has succeeded in that which he has
endeavoured to do.'
On Wednesday, May 19,1 sat a part of the evening with
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